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we have not yet resolved, finally, how far thought
is free from the control of law; and to what extent
toleration of creeds implies toleration of the con-
duct which springs from creeds. One step in
advance towards such a reply must be an attempt
to find what Mormonism is, and by what means
it has grown. It cannot be put aside as either
unmixed foolishness or unalloyed vice. Strange
as the new sectarians may seem to us, they must
have in their keeping some grain of truth. They
live and thrive, and men who live by their own
labour, thrive by their own enterprise, cannot be
altogether mad. Their streets are clean, their
houses bright, their gardens fruitful. Peace reigns
in their cities. Harlots and drunkards are un-
known among them. They keep open more common
schools than any other sect in the United States.
But being what they are, believing what they do,
their merits are perhaps more trying to our pa-
tience than their crimes. It is thought that many
persons in the United States would be able to
endure them a little better if they would only
behave themselves a good deal worse.

What have these Saints achieved ?

In the midst of a free people, they have
founded a despotic power. In a land which re-
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